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Tuly 23, 2007

via Hand Delivery

Mr. Charles L. A. Terreni

Chief Clerk/Administrator

South Carolina Public Service Commission
Synergy Business Park, The Saluda Building
101 Executive Center Drive

Columbia, South Carolina 29210

Re:  Application of FTC Communications, Inc. d/b/a FTC Wireless for
Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier Pursuant to
Section 214(e)(2) of the Communications Act of 1934
Docket No. 2007-193-C

Dear Mr. Terreni:

Enclosed for filing on behalf of the South Carolina Telephone Coalition in the above-referenced
docket, please find an original and three (3) copies of a substitute revised exhibit to the Reply Testimony of
Glemn H. Brown. Mr. Brown's testimony is identical to that filed on July 16, 2007, other than his Revised
Exhibit GHB 1.

L am enclosing the extra two copies so that the Commission may simply substitute this revised exhibit
in its entirety for the one filed in Mr. Brown's proprietary and Mr. Brown's redacted Reply Testimony.. In
additton to mailing, we are also notifying the other parties of this change by way of electronic email.

Please note that the attached document is an exact duplicate, with the exception of the form of the
signature, of the e-filed copy submitted to the Coinmission in accordance with its electronic filing
instructions.

Please clock in a copy of the exhibit and return it with our courier.

Thank you for your assistance.

Very trdy yowrs

M.J Bbhywen _JIr.

Enclosure
cc: Parties of Record
ANDERSON . BLUFFTON . CHARLESTON » CHARLOTTE + COLUMBIA » GEORGETOWN + GREENVILLE « HILTON HEADISLAND e MYRTLEBEACH «  RALEKGH

COLUMBIA 894275v]
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SCTC Proposed Revisions to Draft Commission ETC Rules

REGULATIONS FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIERS
103-690 Designation of Eligible Telecommunications Carriers

A. Purpose.

1. This regulation defines the requirements for designation as an Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier (“ETC”) for the purpose of receiving federal universal
service support, not state universal service support, pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e) of the
Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996.

2. This regulation will ensure that the Commission will onlv grant a

particular application if doing so will further the goals and purposes of the federal high-
cost universal service fund and the universal service provisions of Section 254 of the

Telecommunications Act of 1996. Specifically, the Commission should ensure that
consumers in all regions of South Carolina. including those in rural, insuiar and high-cost
areas will have access to telecommunications services comparable to those in urban areas

of the state.

_ 3. Notwithstanding the ETC applicant’s reguiatory status or the
Commission’s jurisdiction over the applicant’s regular operations, in seeking designation
as an ETC, the applicant acknowledges the Commission’s authority and jurisdiction to
impose such regulations on ETCs, inciuding the applicant, as are in the public interest.

B. Definitions.

1. Cell Site. A geographic location where antennae and electronic
communications equipment are placed to create a cell in a cellular network for the use of
mobile phones. A cell site is composed of a tower or other elevated structure for
mounting antennae, and one or more scts of transmitter/receivers, transceivers, digital
signal processors, control electronics, and backup electrical power sources and sheltering.

2. Commission. The word Commission in this regulation means the Public
Service Commission of South Carolina.

3. Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (ETC). An ETC is a carrier as
defined in 47 U.S.C. §214(e).

4. Lifeline Service. Lifeline Service is a service as defined in 47 C.F.R.
§54.401.

5. Lmk Up Service. Link Up Service is a service as defined in 47 C.F.R.
§54.411.

6. ORS. The abbreviation ORS in this regulation means the Office of
Regulatory Staff.
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_ 7. Wire Center. A geographic location of one or more local switching
systems; a location where customer loops converge. References to the evaluation of
service within a wire center, for purposes of this regulation, shall mean an evaluation of
the quality of the services provided in that part of the licensees’ service area served by a
cell site in the event the applicant is a wireless service provider.

C. Requirements for initial designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier.

(a) The Commission may upon its own motion or upon request, designate a common
carrier that meets the requirements in this section, and the public interest standard set
forth in subsection (b) of this section, as an ETC for a designated service area. ETCs
shall offer services in compliance with 47 C.F.R. §54.101. Upon request and consistent
with the public interest, convenience and necessity, the Commission may, in the case of
an area served by a rural telephone company, and shall, in the case of all other areas,
designate more than one common carrier as an ETC for a service area designated by the
Commission. Before designating an additional ETC for an area served by a rural
telephone company, the Commission shall find that the designation is in the public
interest. On or after the effective date of this rule, in order to be designated an eligible
telecommunications carrier under 47 U.S.C. §214(e)(2) of the Federal

Telecommunications Act of 1996, any common carrier in its application filed with the
Commission and a copy provided to the ORS must provide the following information:

(1) (A) commit to provide service throughout its proposed designated service area
to all customers making a request for service. Each applicant shall certify that it will (1)
provide service on a timely basis to requesting customers within the applicant’s service
area where the applicant’s network already passes the potential customer’s premises; and
(2) provide service within a reasonable period of time, if the potential customer is within
the applicant’s licensed service area but outside its existing network coverage, if service
can be pr0v1ded at reasonabie cost by {a}-medﬁiymg-eﬁeplaemg—the—feqﬁesﬁng

HPIEE AR nted-antenna-or-other-equipment; (ea)

adjustmg the nearest cell tower (db) adJustmg network or customer facilities; (ec)
reselling services from another carrier’s facilities to provide service; or (£l)employing,
leasing or constructing an additional cell site, cell extender, repeater, or other similar
equipment; and

(B) submit a five-vear build-out plan to serve throughout the ETC service area;

and

~ (BC) submit a twefive-year plan that describes with specificity proposed
improvements or upgrades to the applicant’s network on a wire center-by-wire center

basis, er-on-a-eellsite-by-cell-site-basis-if the-applicantis-a-wireless-carrier that
demonstrates its capability and commitment to serve throughout its proposed designated

service area. Each applicant shall demonstrate;

1. Hhow it plans to expand its network to ensure that unserved and
underserved rural or high-cost areas will receive sufficient improvements
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in signal quality, coverage or capacity willimpreve due to the receipt of
high-cost support throughout the area for which the ETC seeks

designation;

2. A detailed map of the coverage area hefore and after the improvements
and in the case of a CMRS provider, a map identifying existing and
proposed tower site locations:

3. The specific geographic areas where the improvements will be made;

4. Tthe projected start date and completion date for each improvement;

5. Tthe estimated amount of i investment for each project that i is funded by
high-cost support; ceosraph here
will-be-made;

6. A statement as to how all of the facilitics funded by high-cost support are
eligible for such support; and

1. _Tthe estimated population that will be served as a result of the
improvements:;

8. If an applicant believes that service improvements in a particular wire
center or on a particular cell site are not needed, it must explain its basis
for this determination and demonstrate how funding will otherwise be
used to further the provision of supported services in that areas;

9.__A statement as to how the proposed improvements funded by universal
service dollars would not otherwise occur absent the receipt of high-cost
- support and that such support will be used in addition to any expenses the
ETC would normally incur;
10. A statement showing, in detail, total operating costs of improvements and
upgrades acquired to extend service into unserved areas as specified in the
applicant’s five-vear plan, and projected receipts from the federal _

universal service fund.

(2) demonstrate its ability to remain functional in emergency situations, including
a demonstration that it has a reasonable amount of back-up power to ensure functionality
without an external power source, is able to reroute traffic around damaged facilities, and
is capable of managing traffic spikes resulting from emergency situations. The
Commission shall determine on a case-by-case basis whether a carrier has demonstrated
its ability to remain functional in emergency situations.

(3) demonstrate that it will satisfy applicable consumer protection and service
quality standards. A commitment by wireless applicants to comply with the Cellular
Telecommunications and Internet Association’s Consumer Code for Wireless Service
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will satisfy this requirement. Other commitments will be considered on a case-by-case
basis.

(4) demonstrate that it offers a local usage plan comparable to the one offered by
the incumbent LEC in the service areas for which it secks designation. A competitive

ETC must offer a stand-alone, unlimited basic local usage plan at a monthly rate
comparable to the incumbent LEC rate of approximately $14.35 per month for residential

customers.

(5) certify by affidavit signed by an officer of the company that the carrier

acknowledges that the Federal Communications Commission may require it to provide
equal access to long distance carriers in the event that no other eligible
telecommunications carrier is providing equal access within the service area.

(6) certify by affidavit signed by an officer of the company that it does or will

offer the services that are supported by the federal universal service support mechanisms
by using its own facilities or a combination of its own facilities and resale of another

carrier’s services throughout the duration of its five-year build-out plan. After five years
the carrier must offer the services using its own facilities.

(7) certify by affidavit signed by an officer of the company that it does or will
advertise in a media of general distribution the avajlability of such services, 1nclud1ng
lifeline services and the applicable charges.

(b) Public Interest Standard. Prior to designating an cligible telecommunications
carrier pursuant to 47 U.S.C. §214(e)(2), the Commission must determine that such
deagnaﬁon is in the pubhc interest In domg so, the Comnnsszon shall con51der inter
alia,

dfsadvar}&&ges—eﬁtheﬂpp-heaﬂt—s—sefme—eﬁfaﬁg— whether the gubhc beneﬁts created by
supporting an additional ETC will exceed the public costs of supporting an additional
network, and whether the designation will assist in ensuring that consumers in rural and
high-cost areas of the state will have access to services similar to those available in urban -
arcas of the state, In order to satisfy the cost/benefit test in rural areas, the operating

costs submitted in C(a}(1 Y C)10 above must exceed projected universal service receipts.
The applicant has the burden of proving that such designation is in the public interest. In

instances where an eligible telecommunications carrier applicant secks designation below
the study area level of a rural telephone company, the Commission shall also conduct a

- creamskimming analysis that includes, but is not limited to, comparing the population
density of each wire center in which the eligible telecommunications carrier applicant
seeks designation against that of the wire centers in the study area in which the eligible
telecommunications carrier applicant does not seek designation. The Commission will
deny designation if it concludes that the potential for creamskimming exists. The public

interest determination and ETC designation is to be made separately for each rural
telephone company study area included in the area for which the applicant seeks ETC

designation. The Commission shall not designate a service area to an ETC that is smaller
than an entire wire center.




BEFORE
THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2007-193-C

IN RE:
Petition of FTC Communications, )
Incorporated d/b/a FTC Wireless for the ) CERTIFICATE OF
Designation as an Eligible ) SERVICE

Telecommunications Carrier

This 1s to certify that I, Betty B. Wheeler, have this date served one (1) copy of the
REVISED EXHIBIT TO THE REPLY TESTIMONY OF GLENN H. BROWN in the
above-referenced matter to the person(s) named below by causing said copy to be deposited in
the United States Postal Service, first class postage prepaid and affixed thereto, and addressed
as shown below:

William E. DuRant, Jr., Esquire
Schwartz, McLeod, DuRant and Jordon
10 Law Range
Sumter, SC 29150

C. Lessie Hammonds, Esquire
Office of Regulatory Staff
Post Office Box 11263
Columbia, SC 29211

5{4% ,gf’ /d/@//
_ett;/ﬁfhee er

July 23, 2007
Columbia, South Carolina

COLUMBIA 894291 v1]



